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ULLA BEAG CURRICULUM STATEMENT

At Ulla Beag we are an inclusive green school our curriculum is Play based learning delivered through Aistear. We 
received our Siolta Quality Framework validation in June 2018 after a 3 year program of process development and 
introduction of a quality management framework .

By adapting a child centered learning approach we promote a creative learning environment providing equal  
opportunities for all children. We place high value on nutritional learning running our own school garden with the 
children and outdoor play experiences. Aistear is an emergent curriculum where childrensô interests are  
paramount and they influence our long term , short term and day to day planning.( Identity and Belonging)

Childrenôslikes and interests are documented through direct consultation with the children, collaboration with
parents and real time observations. ( Communication)

Uninterrupted Play based learning is how children learn optimally and by designing the correct environments we  
provide opportunities for the development of multi -layered complex levels of play. While your child is at Ulla Beag 
we create a learning environment which provides your child with varied play opportunities to:

ÅDevelop their self confidence, self management ; independence, creativity, resilience, and problem solving skills
. Develop active sports skills ; yoga and meditative skills, active listening skills through storymaking and story  
telling.( Well Being)

ÅLearn about social relationships through individual small and large group play, learn about their environment 
around them, develop language, music, art, science, gardening and pre mathsô skills ; develop reasoning and  
language skills. ( Exploring and Thinking)

ÅDevelop positive attitudes to themselves , others and a love of continual learning which promotes seemless
transitions ; developing a sense of individual and group identity and belonging while meeting each individual
childôsemotional, developmental and physical needs . ( ET,WB)
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Our Green Codeé..
ÚllaBeag

Ú can make a change

Look at the world around you

Love the world around you

Act now

Begin with our steps to making achange

Everyone makes adifference

And now

G Get going !!

Úlla Beag where children learn to care for and respect  
themselves, each other and our environment.
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What is New 2019/2020
ÅWe again successfully passed our annual Tusla Sessional and Tusla Childminding Audits

ÅWe are working on our Biodiversity flag for recognition in May 2020.

ÅWe successfully completed our 3 years work on introduction of a Siolta Quality  
management framework being accredited at the highest level ïlevel 4 detail enclosed.

ÅRhona has Mindfulness for children training.

ÅDenise has begun forest leadership training.

ÅElaine Quinton has completed her first year in her Masters in Childhood studies with  
NUI.

ÅDenise & Rhona have completed the Hanen language developmental program.

ÅDenise has completed level 1 Lamh training and we have rolled out a number of words
& signs to the preschool group.

ÅWe successfully completed our first Department of Education and Skills Curriculum  
inspection receiving Very Good & Excellent ratings in the four key areas of curriculum.  
Detail included.

ÅNCS ïthe National Childcare Scheme will launch in Oct/ Nov 2019 Information included
in the presentation.

ÅRegulated Afterschool Adult to Child Ratio 1: 12 implemented from 2nd Sept 2019

ÅNewly documented Authorised Collections and Medication Administration Policies have  
been emailed to all and can be found on our website :



Green School Management
Through participation in the Green Schools Program with An Taisce at Úlla Beag we have
been able to raise the environmental awareness for our pre and afterschool children and
their families .

By integrating the Green Schools Program into our overall Pre and Afterschool curriculum  
in line with Aistear we have established a sustainable green focus including litter and waste  
management program which allows us to use recycled materials on a daily basis and run  
our own school garden.

Since 2010 we have completed 5 2 year projects

ïLitter & Waste management 2012;

- Energy Management 2014;

- Water conservation 2016 ;

- Travel management 2018

- We are currently on our 5th flag focusing on Biodiversity Children get to design lead and
participate in projects and fun activities while learning invaluable skills about caring for
ourselves, each other and our environment .

- On completion of the 5th flag we will look at 3 global flags focusing on Global Litter  & 
Waste management Global Energy management and Global Marine  Environmental
management.
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Green School Committee ïBiodiversity 2018 -
2020

Thecommitteeismadeupofthefollowingpeople:

Denise Sheridan  

Nigel McKenna  

Rhona Sheridan  

Sharon Delaney  

Elaine McKeogh

Teacher :Committee Lead

Parent ; Implementation

Teacher ; Curriculum lead with Kids

Teacher ; Curriculum Work with Kids

Volunteer MSc Organic Horticulture

Car pooling Parent engagement group ïOrla; Marah; Anna; 

Maria;  Bus engagement group - Karen; Olivia; Denise; Roisin; .

All school children are involved through projects and daily activities.  

Support & Advice received from Mairead Griffin Clare Co Council.  

Green schools program manager for transport : Roisin Ni Ghairbhith



Green : Promoting Parent partnership

ÅWellie & Wet gear recycling program

ÅActive Engagement in Green school programs

ÅWhatsapp ECCE & PG photo and video observations group

ÅChild record

ÅPricing contract

ÅIllness prevention and infections control policy

ÅWebsite : www.ullabeag.ie
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http://www.ullabeag.ie/


Awards and Recognition 2010 -2019

2014 Energy Management

http://www.managenergy.net/education/articles/176#.VMiLeLlybr
e

http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/
2016 Water Conservation

2012 Litter & Waste Management

National Awards :
2012 An Taisce Litter & Waste Management
2014 ECI Innovation in Environmental Awareness & An Taisce Energy Management
2016 ECI Innovation in Creative Learning & An Taisce Water Conservation & Arts in Education 
2018 Dept of Education Formal Quality Siolta accreditation & An Taisce Travel Management
2020 Biodiversity Management &  Small prints Pilot program completed.

2018 Travel Management

2020 Biodviersity Management

http://www.managenergy.net/education/articles/176#.VMiLeLlybre
http://www.greenschoolsireland.org/


Department of Education : Arts Portal Collaborative Project on  
Introduction of Print media in developing pre reading and pre maths  
skills http://artsineducation.ie/en/home/
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Executive Summary : Litter &

Waste
Litter , waste management and recycling program:

ÅMaintained and grown to meet our growing population from 15 children 2013 /2014 to 30 children  2017/2018 per day.

ÅCost avoidance of ú1050 annually. Growth YonY2013/1014 to 2016/2017 of ú350 additional cost
avoidance due to increased number of children.

Å2015-2017 ïrecycling program extended to recycle milk cartons; cereal boxes and fruit boxes from  our families as art materials 
requirements grew with increased playschool and preschool children  from 22 in 2014-2015 to 30in2016/2017

ÅNew Afterschool Nature Den area set up using recycled wood from the gardens : Volunteer : Gerard  Bourke

ÅART Education program extended to 2 years and published on the artsin education
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Our Quality Framework  
Validation and Education and  
Skills Curriculum Inspection  

reports



Siolta Quality Framework : Inspection results  
Level 4 achieved Highest level Comprehensive  

Evidence of Quality
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Barnardos Childlinks 2019 Issue 2 Publication

20/11/201
9

13


